
BACKGROUND  
The TTAB Reading Room contains publicly available documents from the Trademark Trial and Appeal 
Board (TTAB).  

Overview  
This search tool is intended to be used by anyone interested in reviewing orders and decisions rendered 
by the TTAB. The default display shows the first page of the entire database, with the most recently 
uploaded orders and decisions first, sorted by the “Date issued” column. Sort by other columns by 
clicking once on the column header. Click the “>” icon in the left column to display the “TTAB panel,” 
the “Decision writer,” and the “Examining Attorney” (if any). Lengthy recitations of goods and services 
are truncated at approximately 148 characters. To see the entire entry, click “more.” Enter search criteria 
to filter the displayed cases. 

Searching in the TTAB Reading Room 
Search particular fields by entering search terms or parameters within the “Refine by” box along the 
left margin, or conduct a full-text search of orders and decisions by entering search terms in the “Search 
decision text” box at the top of the window. Multiple criteria can be combined to form complex 
searches. 

Once a search has been executed, the filtered results will be displayed in one or more screens. Click on 
the “Proceeding/App. No.” to open the relevant document in a new browser tab. The criteria used to 
run the search will appear in shaded rectangles immediately above the results. Deleting any of the 
search criteria will update the results of the search to show the results without the deleted search 
criterion. 

Advanced Text Searching Terms  
A query is broken up into terms and operators. There are two types of terms: Single Terms and Phrases.  

A Single Term is a single word such as "CFR" or "Trademark".  

A Phrase is a group of two or more words surrounded by double quotes such as "Law Office 103".  

Multiple terms can be combined together with Boolean operators to form a more complex query (see 
“Boolean Operators” below).  

Wildcard Searches  
The TTAB Reading Room searches single character and multiple character wildcard searches within 
single terms (not within a phrase query).  

To perform a single character wildcard search, use the "?" symbol.  



The single character wildcard search looks for terms that match the term with the single character 
replaced. For example, a search for  

D?G  

will find documents containing the words DIG, DOG, or DUG. 

To perform a multiple character wildcard search, use the "*" symbol.  

Multiple character wildcard searches look for 0 or more characters. For example, a search for  

A*A  

will find documents containing AA, AZA, ANACONDA, ARMADA, APNEA, and others. 

A search for 

descri* 

will find documents containing DESCRIBE, DESCRIPTIVE, or DESCRIPTIVENESS. 

Note: You cannot use the “?”or the “*” symbol as the first character of a search.  

Proximity Word Searches  
The TTAB Reading Room searches words which are within a specific distance of each other. To enter a 
proximity word search use the tilde, "~" symbol at the end of a phrase, immediately followed by a 
number. For example, to search for "primarily" and "descriptive" within 5 words of each other in a 
document, use the search:  

"primarily descriptive"~5  

to find documents containing the phrases “primarily merely geographically deceptively descriptive” or 
“primarily geographically descriptive.” 

Boolean Operators  
Boolean operators allow terms to be combined through logical operators. The TTAB Reading Room 
search supports AND, OR, and NOT (Note: Boolean operators must be in ALL CAPS).  

 

OR 
The OR operator is the default Boolean operator. The OR operator links two terms and finds a 
matching document if either of the terms exist anywhere in the text of a single document. Use this 
operator in between terms. 



For example, to search for documents that contain either "descriptive" or "generic" enter the query:  

descriptive OR generic  

AND  
The AND operator matches documents where both terms exist anywhere in the text of a single 
document. Use this operator in between terms. 

For example, to search for documents that contain "Law Office" and "103" enter the query:  

"Law Office" AND 103  

NOT  
The NOT operator excludes documents that contain the term after NOT. Use this operator in between 
terms. 

For example, to search for documents that contain "descriptive" but not "2(f)" enter the query:  

descriptive NOT "2(f)"  

Grouping  
Use parentheses to group clauses to form sub queries. This can be very useful if you want to control 
the Boolean logic for a query.  

For example, to search for either "confusion" or "descriptive," and "website," enter the query:  

(confusion OR descriptive) AND website  
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